FAMILIES & SCHOOLS
TOGETHER (FAST)
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A WORD
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

2025 reaffirmed the power and relevance of
FAST’s mission: to strengthen family-school
partnerships, build protective factors for children
and families, and deepen connection and trust
across communities. National research, partner
feedback, and insights from the field continue to
show what FAST has believed for over 35 years —
when families are empowered and engaged,
children thrive.

Like many nonprofits navigating a changing
funding landscape and shifting needs in schools
and communities, we faced some challenges,
including limited program delivery and financial
constraints.

Throughout this year, we focused on
strengthening our internal tools and building
external partnerships with the hope that it will
allow FAST to grow sustainably in the years ahead.
This report shares highlights from that work.

We are grateful for our funders, partners, families,
and board members for their continued belief in
FAST.

NICOLE LOPEZ
FAST EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



FAST PARTNERS WITH SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES TO STRENGTHEN FAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS, BUILD PROTECTIVE FACTORS FOR CHILDREN, AND CREATE
ENVIRONMENTS IN WHICH FAMILIES, EDUCATORS, AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS
COLLABORATE AS EQUAL STAKEHOLDERS.

1,845 410

people served, at an average  families graduated 2025

of 4.5 people per family (attended at least 6 FAST
sessions)

parents’ overall satisfaction parents reporting an increase

with the FAST program in their confidence supporting

their child’s social-emotional
and academic needs



2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Strengthening FASTWORKS
Senior FAST Trainer
Supervisor Chris Daniel led
new work to expand and
deepen training for
FASTWORKS, ensuring sites
receive more robust guidance
in sustaining family
relationships beyond the initial
FAST cycle. This work
strengthens program fidelity
and long-term family impact.

National Recognition

FAST was featured in the
National PTA’s Family
Engagement Solutions guide,
elevating our visibility and
credibility as an evidence-
based partner for schools
nationwide.



Welcoming a New Board Member
FAST proudly welcomes Jonas
Zuckerman to our Board of
Directors. With 30+ years of
experience as a teacher, state
education leader, and parent, Jonas
brings deep insight into how
families experience the education
system and how schools can better
support them.

University at Buffalo, SUNY
FAST Trainers Nichole
Christiansen and Marlen Perez led
a workshop on Family Systems
Theory, Family Stress Theory, and
strategies for family-centered
practice. Participants reported
strong engagement and practical
takeaways.

Maryetta Public Schools,
Stilwell, OK

FAST Trainers Donetta Bracey
and Rachael Wichgers led a
session on strengthening
classroom conditions for family
engagement and school-
community relationships, with
enthusiastic feedback from 24
educators.

4C for Children, Madison, WI
With Evjue Foundation
support, FAST Director of
Research Robyn Sperling and
4C Early Childhood Trainer
Briana Kurlinkus co-led a
four-part virtual PD series for
early childhood educators on
equitable, relationship-
centered family engagement.
Feedback was
overwhelmingly positive.



GEOGRAPHICAL REACH & PARTNERSHIPS

*ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS OPERATING IN PERTH AND NORTHERN
TERRITORIES IN AUSTRALIA



2024-25FY FINANCIAL INFORMATION

$580,665 $708,614

Income 2024-25 Expenses 2024-25

In 2024-25, we shifted from a calendar-year reporting cycle to a July-June fiscal year in
order to better align with our program and funding timelines.

FAST Board of
Directors

Andrea Droessler, President
Matricia Patterson, Secretary
Jonas Zuckerman, Member at Large
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